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SDNP/20/04264/FUL – Objection 
 
Sitting centrally in the panoramic views from the lane up Goleigh Hill (a recommended SDNP cycling 
route) and from the popular public rights of way up Noar Hill leading to the Nature Reserve, this 
proposal would have a far greater detrimental effect on the landscape of the National Park than might  
appear from its relatively small size. 
 
These views are of an open field in an increasingly-rare tranquil, rural landscape with no stables in 
sight. Stables would substantially and detrimentally change this scene to one of busy development. 
Any screening from hedgerows would be largely negated as these views are all from higher ground 
down across the site.  
 
The pandemic has inevitably curtailed site visits, leading to an understandable focus on the obvious 
visual impact from the access lane. While important, it is not as important as the panoramic views 
described above. Screening from the lane offered by the hedgerow in front of the stables would be 
significantly less effective than might appear from photos. Its historical properly-maintained height is 
about 1.2 metres, over half a metre less than its current untrimmed height. The building would stand 
3.1 metres above the field (itself higher than the lane) meaning that it would be about 2 metres above 
the hedge. The hedgerows are deciduous, thus the building would be even more visible between 
October and early May. 
 
Policies of particular relevance include: 
 

 SD4 brings a positive duty for development proposals to conserve and enhance landscape 
character. Damage limitation is insufficient. 
 

 SD 4.3 “Undeveloped land between settlements will not be undermined”. The proposed 
development lies outside any settlement boundaries and would form a new unit unattached 
to any existing dwelling in an area characterised by very few, isolated, buildings. The proposal 
conflicts with this Policy. 
 

 SD5 requires proposals to adopt a landscape-led approach, be sympathetic to landscape 
character and be “demonstrably informed by an assessment of landscape context”.  The 
proposal doesn’t meet this requirement. 

 

 SD6 protects the visual integrity, identity and scenic quality of the National Park and 
highlights “views from public rights of way”.  The policy requirement is to positively conserve 
views, not merely avoid or reduce detriment. 
 

 SD24.1d: stables must “respect the amenities and activities of surrounding properties”.  
Noise, smell and loss of privacy and light on Goleigh Cottages are ignored. 

 
The site is in a rare and precious, highly sensitive, landscape, with national and international 
recognition. It is within the SSSI and Special Area of Conservation Impact Risk Zones.  
 
Development must be sustainable. In the National Park we have the additional responsibility to 
protect this unique and precious landscape. In the interests of long-term sustainability, please refuse 
this application. 
 
Jane Wyman, 20.4.2021 


